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Secretary of the Interior Harold L. I&es announced today that the 
Fish and Xildlife Service will soon solicit bids on material and equip 
ment need?& to enlarge the L "ribilof Islands by-products nleht for the 
utilization of fur-se21 carca:‘ses, 

An aproTriation of $135,0?0 auras made recently by Congress for t:?e 
ournose of constructing ari addition to tile nresent plant for the DFO- 

ciuction of f:x-seal meal and oil--by-prodv.c.ts of the fur-seal industry. 
The plant is located on St. Paul IsIand, largest of the Tribilofs. 

Seal carcasses, when yroceswed, produce seal meal, valuable as a 
constituent of poultry feed, and oil, r&i& is used chiefly in leather 
tanning. 

9ue to a lack of sufficient nl:.,nt facilities in the Pribilof Islands 
last :iea.r only about 59,000 CPrcasCes out of the record take of 117,164 
could be ;I?rocessed, dbmt 750,OCO -0ounds of rteal, worth $26,OOC mre 
p r 0 d-3 c e ii , &m-l 75,;15” g:dllons of oil, valuec7. at $Sl,COC. 

Vith the increase of the caqacity of the St. Paa. Island nla.nt, it 
is exoected that the -oroduction of oil rd.11 3e snbstantizlly increased 
while the l>roduction of meal may be doubled. 

The b;r-oroducts plant on St. Paul Island m:: built at a time vhen 
the fur se ~1 herd, by far the largest in the world, bras much. reduced in 
numbers. 2ie herd now consists of some 2,50@,0nC mimls. There is no 
by--?rodu.cts olnnt on St. George island vhcre about 20 nercent of the 
sealing is done. 

-,I * h 1 C,1-, 2 large , stabilized Touulxtion cf fur sells oc the Pribilof 
IslarLs, ti2 yield of skins and tk oroduction of by-orcducts ten be 
ms.intnint:d at a l-ligh level in the future, 


